In the context of contemporary society, characterized by the information users' growing and differentiated needs, the way country-level governance and social responsibility contribute to the ensuring of sustainable economic development is a concern for all the actors of the economic sphere. The aim of this paper is to test the causal linkages between the quality of country-level governance, economic growth and a well-known indicator of economic sustainable development, for a large panel of world-wide countries for a period of 10 years (2006)(2007)(2008)(2009)(2010)(2011)(2012)(2013)(2014)(2015). While there are some prior studies that have argued the bidirectional causality between good public governance and economic development, this study intends to provide a new focus on the relationship between country-level governance and economic growth, on one hand, and between country-level governance and adjusted net savings, as a selected indicator of economic sustainable development, on the other hand. Four hypotheses on the causal relationship between good governance, economic growth and sustainable development were tested by using Granger non-causality tests. Our findings resulting from Granger non-causality tests provide reasonable evidence of Granger causality from country-level governance to economic growth, but from economic growth to country-level governance, the causality is not confirmed. In what regards the relationship between country-level governance and adjusted net savings, the bidirectional Granger causality is not confirmed. The main implication of our study is that improving economic growth and sustainable development is a very challenging issue, and the impact of macro-level factors such as country-level governance should not be neglected.
Introduction
There are a multitude of views in the theoretical and empirical literature regarding the relationship between country-level governance and different dimensions of sustainable development. Country-level governance or so called good governance is considered by some authors [1] (p. 558) as "the new approach that recognizes the role of the state in the economy where the joint participation of state and non-state actors, civil society and private sector, is essential in the process of public governance". No doubt, the role of country-level governance is significant for economic growth and business development, particularly if we keep in mind the main features that characterize good governance such as: accountability, transparency in policy making, an effective legislative framework where property rights are clearly defined and the predictability of business transactions is ensured [2] .
There is a wide range of views in previous scholarship literature concerning the linkages between country-level governance and different stages of the business environment development. Some authors [3] state that the impact of good governance on economic development is supported by the premise that one expects that an economy with a reduced level of bureaucracy, with a great preoccupation for the quality of regulation and with effective tools to control corruption, will be able to provide an effective business framework which could increase economic growth. Moreover, some studies [4] show that good country-level governance requires accountability and transparency in elaborating economic policies and the rule of law, while all these key elements ensure relevant premises for generating economic performance and sustainable development. Other authors [5] state that there is a significant influence between the quality of the regulatory framework and economic performance at micro-and macro-levels. The causal link between business performance and the quality of governance was also confirmed by the results of other studies [6] . Moreover, it is demonstrated [7] that resource allocation is directly influenced by the quality of governance.
On the other hand, in the academic literature not everybody is really convinced about the significance of good country-level governance for economic sustainable development goals [1] . For instance, some authors [8] argued that it is not absolutely clear if good governance has an impact on the society's economic performance, considering that "replacing bad institutions with good ones may possibly produce worse outcomes for society". This idea is argued with some worldwide examples (Tunisia, Morroco, Egypt, Ukraine) where the attempts to change a bad governance framework with a good one did not necessarily ensure the premises for an economic growth and sustainable development [1, 8] .
The objective of this study is to explore the causal relationship between country-level governance measured through the World Bank governance indicators, economic growth measured through the most widely used indicator in previous literature such as the Gross Domestic Product, and sustainable development measured through adjusted net savings (% of GNI), by using Granger non-causality test. Although earlier empirical studies have argued the impact of good governance on economic growth and sustainable development [5, 6, 9] , this paper differs from the previous studies by analyzing the causal linkage between good governance, economic growth and sustainable development, in the attempt to answer the questions: Does governance cause economic growth? Or economic growth causes good country-level governance? Does country-level governance causes sustainable development? Or sustainable development causes good country-level governance? Our findings suggest that country-level governance does influence the Gross Domestic Product (GDP) as a selected indicator of economic growth, but not vice versa. On the other hand, our study provides reasonable evidence that the causal relation between country-level governance and adjusted net savings, as a selected indicator for sustainable development is not truly confirmed.
The study is structured as follows. The next section includes a literature review of studies which have investigated the relationship between country-level governance, economic growth and sustainable development. Section 3 discusses the research design and data used for developing this empirical survey. The empirical results and findings are presented and analyzed in Section 4. Section 5 presents the concluding section where the main conclusions and perspectives for further research are offered. We hope that this study will provide the necessary context for developing constructive debates on the bidirectional causality between country-level governance, economic growth and sustainable development and, why not to further identify the most important factors for the existence/inexistence of this causality.
Background Literature

Good Country-Level Governance Indicators
The concept of good country-level governance has been a subject of major interest for worldwide researchers in the early 1990s, when some scholars emphasized that "underdevelopment has been primarily attributed to problems of poor governance." [10] (p. 437), while in the vision of the World Bank poor development is argued to result primarily from poor governance [11] . Other researchers define good country-level governance as being "the favourable political framework conditions for social, ecological and market oriented development as well the responsible use of political power and public resources by the state" [12] (p. 27).
The concept of governance was defined by the World Bank in its working paper "Governance and Economy: a review" as a neutral concept, meaning "the political direction and control exercised over the actions of the members, citizens or inhabitants of communities, societies and states" [13] (p. 3). According to the specialists of the World Bank [13] , the impact of political dimensions of the country-level governance on economic performance cannot be neglected. Political accountability, transparency and an effective rule of law are some of the most meaningful characteristics of good governance that influence the economic development and the quality of business environment which should be focused on providing economic performance. The concept of country-level good governance became more and more relevant when various international aid agencies understood that the poor quality of governance structures across many developing economies was a significant obstacle to the increasing of their economic performance [10] .
Because of the increasing interest of policymakers and scholars in the field of governance, in the academic literature there have been identified different indices or indicators for measuring the most relevant dimensions of country-level governance [14] [15] [16] [17] . The most widely used country-level governance indicators are the ones developed by the World Bank [14, 18] , based on a methodology using an unobserved components model. This model combined the information from different sources developing a subset of six good governance indicators through the quality of country-level governance which was measured for a large panel of worldwide countries. Despite the view of some critics [19] it is quite problematic to obtain "a one-best-way" model for good country-level governance that fits any region or country, particularly due to the differences between various models of effective governments such as the Swedish model, the German model or the Anglo-Saxon model. Six governance indicators (1. Voice and Accountability; 2. Political Stability and Absence of Violence; 3. Government Effectiveness; 4. Regulatory Quality; 5. Rule of Law and 6. Control of Corruption) have been identified. These indicators developed by the World Bank are the most used in the academic literature. One major advantage of using these governance indicators is their utility in making comparisons for larger samples of countries, thus having the opportunity to develop very complex cross-country surveys. Another advantage of these indicators is that they manage to integrate the major key coordinates of the country-level governance. Consequently, next in our paper, we use the governance indicators as measured by the World Bank in an aggregate form.
The Country-Level Governance Versus Economic Growth-Background Theory and Hypothesis Development
One of the most used indicators in the academic literature for measuring economic growth is the Gross Domestic Product (GDP). According to the definition of the World Bank, GDP represents the sum of value added by all its producers, while value added is the value of the gross output less the value of intermediate goods and services consumed in the process of production, before accounting for consumption of fixed capital in production. According to some authors [1, 20] , after the World War II, the main objective for advanced economies was to maintain a specific target of GDP growth, starting from the assumption that a high level of GDP will automatically bring in a higher level for economic welfare and quality of life. Subsequently, many scholars started to underline the differences between economic growth and sustainable development [1] . While some authors [21, 22] suggest that this indicator cannot compress and measure the reality of the conditions of people's lives and the multivariate aspects supposed by a certain quality of life cannot be measured, other scholars argue that focusing only on economic growth for developing economies is not sufficient for ensuring a sustainable development, characterized by a low level of poverty and an increasing quality of life [23] . The same author argues that for countries with a low level of development, economic growth measured by GDP per capita is relevant for reducing poverty and improving the quality of life, but still only economic growth is not sufficient for ensuring sustainable development. Therefore, other indicators have been proposed in the latter years as a better alternative to GDP for measuring the progress of economic welfare and sustainable development.
The relationship between country-level governance and economic growth has been widely discussed in the previous literature, even if there are some opposing opinions among specialists. The correlation between the quality of economic and political institutions and economic performance has been the objective of many cross-country empirical studies [6, [24] [25] [26] , while only few papers are addressing the impact of bureaucratic professionalization and effectiveness of government on economic growth [24, 27] . There is a general consensus among economists and policymakers about the role of institutions in influencing economic development, while some author admits that "there is increasing recognition that corruption and other aspects of poor governance and weak institutions have substantial, adverse effects on economic growth" [28] (p. 3). In the attempt to answer the question of how important is good country-level governance for economic growth, another author admits the answer is best highlighted by the "oft-cited aphorism that good governance promotes growth and that growth further improves governance" [29] (p. 29). The same author admits there are a lot of econometric papers whose findings emphasize a strong correlation between long-term economic development and good country-level governance, thus the quality of governance definitely influences long-run economic performance outcomes.
The strong positive correlation across countries between GDP per capita and the quality of governance was also admitted by the World Bank [9] . Even more, researchers from the World Bank proposed in their working papers an empirical strategy to analyze this correlation from two directions, namely: (a) a strong positive causal effect running from a better quality of country-level governance to GDP per capita; and (b) a weak and even negative causal effect running in the opposite direction from GDP per capita to the quality of governance. Their results [9] provide sufficient evidence on the significance of good country-level governance for economic performance. On the other hand, the same study points out the non-existence of "virtuous circles" [9] (p. 1) in which a higher GDP per capita determines further amelioration in the quality of governance.
On the other hand, there are some studies where the linkage between economic growth and good governance is contradicted. For instance, some authors [1, 30] argue this conclusion with the examples of certain countries such as Cambodia, China and Vietnam in which the economic growth is clearly demonstrated despite of the lack of good country-level governance. Another author [31] argues that in spite of empirical findings which point out a very weak positive correlation between the quality of country-level governance and economic growth, still we should not promote the false perception that governance does not matter that much for economic performance.
There are few studies that investigated the governance-to-economic performance causal relationship and contradict the conclusions resulted from most of the previous papers which argue the positive influence of good governance on economic development [24] . The author of this study confirms a positive correlation between governance and economic growth, but he concludes that is not necessary to consider the quality of governance as a key factor, determinant for economic performance. Even more, the same author has demonstrated a positive influence of economic growth on subsequent quality of governance, therefore he suggests that more attention should be paid to analyze the possible reverse causality between governance and economic growth, particularly in cross-country analyses [24] .
No doubt, enhancing the quality of country-level governance is significant for economic growth and business development, but some questions still remain without well-argued answers: How significant is country-level governance for economic growth? How important is economic growth for good country-level governance?
Given the synthesis of previous studies, we appreciate that greater attention should be paid to analyze the reverse causality between good governance and economic growth. Thus, we formulated the following hypotheses to be tested in our analysis: Hypothesis 1 (H1). Country-level governance (as an aggregated variable), significantly contributes to increase the value of the Gross Domestic Product, as a selected indicator of economic growth.
Hypothesis 2 (H2)
. Improvement in the value of the Gross Domestic Product, as a selected indicator of economic growth causes a subsequent improvement in the quality of country-level governance.
The Country-Level Governance Versus Sustainable Development-Background Theory and Hypothesis Development
The concept of sustainable development is a subject of major concern for various stakeholders, policymakers and for scientists as well. While the literature in the field abounds in various definitions for sustainable development [32, 33] , a simple definition of this concept from the point of view of economists was issued in a working paper authored by researchers from the World Bank according to which: "a development path is sustainable if total welfare does not decline along the path" [33] (p. 1). A major point of reference for sustainable development is given by the publication in 1987 of the Brundtland Commission Report entitled Our Common Future [22] . This report was issued by The World Commission on Environment and Development chaired by the Prime Minister of Norway Gro Harlem Brundtland, thus earning the name of the "Brundtland Commission Report". The Brundtland Report introduced a new dimension in what regards the concept of economic development by raising the issue of sustainable development on the global agenda. According to this report, sustainable development is the ability "to ensure that it meets the needs of the present without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs [34] (p. 16). Ensuring proper sustainable development includes economic, as well as social and environmental dimensions into an interdisciplinary approach of this concept, while acquiring sustainable development is based on a process of generating and maintaining wealth. Economic, social and environmental issues should be equally and completely integrated in the process of enhancing development.
By considering the economic dimensions as well as the social and environmental conditions that should be incorporated in the spectrum of these multidimensional indicators, many sustainability indicators have been developed to measure the progress of economic, social and environmental dimensions. The target level of such indicators should normally be used to guide policymakers in their political and social activities. The range of indicators used in measuring the progress of sustainable development is very high; therefore, in the following, by considering its relevancy for the purpose of our paper, one major sustainable economic development indicator was selected and presented.
The indicator Genuine Savings or so-called Adjusted Net Savings is considered as one of the most appropriate indicator for measuring the progress of sustainable development, because of its ability to encompass information of the country's economic, social and environmental development [35] . The possibility to incorporate into one single indicator information about economic, social and environmental development is considered as a major advantage of this sustainable indicator. The Adjusted Net Savings indicator is designed to measure real savings in produced, natural and human capital, as it recalculates national savings derived from the standard national accounting measure of gross saving by making adjustments which refer to the depreciation (consumption) of produced assets, the depletion of a variety of national resources, the value of global environmental pollution and the current public expenditure on education (or investment in human capital which is perceived as saving rather than consumption) [36] . According to the World Bank researchers [33] the first cross-country application of this indicator built on the concepts of green accounting methods is emphasized by a study [37] that underlined that many countries seem to be unsustainable because their savings are inferior to the aggregated depreciation of human and natural capital combined with natural resource depletion. According to the indicator's description issued by the World Bank, Adjusted Net Savings (ANS) is a relevant indicator for appreciating the country's sustainability because it measures the change in value of a specified set of assets, excluding capital gains. If a country's ANS is positive this means that social welfare and the quality of life for people from that country is increasing. Otherwise, in case of negative ANS, one can interpret that this country is on an unsustainable direction.
The linkage between country-level governance and sustainable development has been widely discussed in the previous literature, even if there are some opposing views among specialists. The correlation between the quality of political institutions, effective governance and sustainable development has been the objective of many cross-country empirical studies [6, 25, 26] , while only few papers are addressing the impact of bureaucratic professionalization and government efficiency on sustainable development [27] . In the opinion of some authors [38] [39] [40] , good governance has to be interpreted as significant problematic for ensuring sustainable development, because good governance requires real improvements for all dimensions of the public sector, from institutions that set the rules for economic transactions, to decision-making authorities that decide the principles of resources allocation, to administrative structures that provide goods and services to citizens.
One study concludes that for Scandinavian countries characterized by a high level of good governance, an increasing level of trust in governance structures and lower inequalities are more receptive to the social needs, while they dispose of sufficient financial resources to achieve a high level of economic sustainable development [41] . The same study highlights that there are some countries like Germany with a high level of good governance, but a medium level of trust in country-level governance mechanisms, while the level of economic growth is lower compared to Scandinavian countries and income distribution is a bit less equal. On the other hand, the findings of the same study conclude that former Socialist countries record low indicators of country-level governance, lower level of economic growth, higher income inequalities which negatively affect the social cohesion [41, 42] .
Other authors suggest that good governance may be necessary but not sufficient for economic sustainable development [43] , because many developing countries don't have sufficient financial and administrative resources in order to promote a coherent and wide reform of country-governance [44] . But even so, the significance of good country-level governance cannot be neglected, especially if we keep in mind the role of appropriate institutions that should ensure the premises for a real sustainable development [45] . As the same author points out, an ineffective control of corruption, bureaucratic inefficiency, inefficient regulatory framework contribute to the undermining of the capacity of governance structures to facilitate sustainable development. Thus, good policies and the effectiveness of governance structures are required to ensure sustainable development [45] . Other authors [46] (p. 410) argue that "problems that are now exclusively associated with sustainable development might well be problems of governance for sustainable development", because the premises for ensuring sustainable development cannot be accomplished without good governance because of its major characteristic, namely to achieve common goals by collective actions, with transparency and accountability. The same authors points out the relationship between the country-level governance concept and the characteristics of sustainable development which requires the involvement of a plurality of parties that have to adequately respond to the requirements of social complexity and a proper institutional setting because many sustainability projects and initiatives are negatively affected by a "weak institutionalization", therefore structural improvements in the public sector are strongly required [46] . Thus, governance for sustainable development represents a huge but unavoidable challenge, because governance structures and practices need to be properly designed so that to foster, guide and coordinate the activities of a wide range of actors on a vast complex of social, economic and environmental issues [47] .
Many studies have argued the significance of country-level governance for sustainable development, but still little empirical arguments have been provided by the papers in the field, to argue the causal linkage between the quality of country-level governance and sustainable development, therefore we have set up our next hypotheses:
Hypothesis 3 (H3).
Country-level governance (as an aggregated variable) significantly contributes to the increase in the value of adjusted net savings, (% of GNI), as a selected indicator of sustainable development.
Hypothesis 4 (H4)
. Improvement in the value of adjusted net savings (% of GNI), as a selected indicator of sustainable development causes a subsequent improvement in the quality of country-level governance.
Research Methods and Data
Research Methods
This study uses annual data from 2006 to 2015 on the quality of country-level governance and selected indicators of sustainable development to test with the procedure of bivariate causality testing based on Granger non-causality [48] for both research proposed directions: (i) from country-level governance to economic growth and from economic growth to country-level governance; and (ii) from country-level governance to sustainable development and from sustainable development to country-level governance, by using a Toda-Yamamoto approach [49] . According to some authors [50] , using a Toda-Yamamoto approach involves an estimation of a vector autoregressive model (VAR) in levels, while this method minimizes the risks associated with incorrect identification of the order of integration of the respective time series and co-integration among selected variables to be used in the model. More exactly, applying Toda-Yamamoto long-run causality approach artificially increases the correct order of the VAR, lag length K, by the maximum order of integration, Dmax and ensures that the usual test statistics for Granger non-causality have the standard asymptotic distribution [50, 51] .
The central idea of the Granger test is that one can assume two stochastic processes Xt and Yt. One can say that variable Xt Granger-causes variable Yt (or in other words has predictive power) if and only if the lagged values of both Yt and Xt have better forecasting ability on Yt than just the lagged values of Yt on itself [48] . Considering the particularities of this method, it was necessary to develop a model which should contain more past information; therefore, for our analysis an extended period has been selected, taking into account the availability of the data. For each pair of hypotheses to be tested, we will consider that VAR has two equations, one for X and one for Y. We will test the hypothesis stating that the coefficients of only the first p lagged values of variable X are zero in the Y equation, by using a standard Wald test. Then, we will do the same thing for the coefficients of the lagged values of variable Y in the X equation. Finally, the rejection of the null hypothesis implies a rejection of Granger non-causality, and this rejection suggests the presence of Granger causality.
Starting with the beginning of the 21st century, the Granger causality method has become more and more used in many research fields, but particularly in econometrics and economics, but also in other fields from medical areas [52] . The same author concludes that the number of published studies, which have used the Granger causality method, has increased between years 2001 and 2011 more than six times [52] . This growing popularity is argued by some authors due to the specific of the Granger causality method, which is described as "the most influential explicit approach to causality in economics" [53] (p. 12).
Data
For measuring the quality of governance, we have selected the data referring to the indicators of governance for the selected period and were available from the report issued by the World Bank within the project "The Worldwide Governance Indicators" which is based on information provided by more than 40 data sources delivered by over 30 various organizations worldwide and it has been updated on an annual basis since 2002. Considering the methodology developed [14, 18] this long-term project developed by the World Bank attempts to measure the quality of governance through six governance aggregate indicators such as: 1. Voice and Accountability; 2. Political Stability and Absence of Violence; 3. Government Effectiveness; 4. Regulatory Quality; 5. Rule of Law and 6. Control of Corruption. All these six aggregate indicators are developed based on the methodology described in their previous companion paper "Aggregating Governance Indicators" [14] by using an unobserved components model, which is similar to six relevant characteristics for the concept of good country-level governance as follows:
• Voice and accountability-consists of various aspects of the political process, civil liberties and political rights, assessing the extent to which citizens are able to take part in the selection of their governance structures.
• Political stability and absence of violence-combines several indicators which measure the potential likelihood that the government in exercise to be replaced through unconstitutional or violent methods.
• Government effectiveness-measures the perception over the inputs necessary for effective governance, such as the quality of public service provision, the competence of civil servants, the level of bureaucracy, and the independence of the civil services from political interferences and the credibility of the government.
• Regulatory quality-captures the effects of the policies which are felt as market-unfriendly such as price controls or inadequate bank supervisions or excessive regulation which might negatively affect business development.
• Rule of law-includes some indicators that estimate the extent to which the public and citizens have confidence in and abide by the rules of society, containing the effectiveness of the judiciary systems and the security of property rights.
•
Control of corruption-summarizes the public's perception on the control of corruption, including various forms of public power exercises for illegally private gains such as "additional payments to get things done", but also its negative influences on the business environment.
Because the six governance indicators are highly correlated, they cannot be simultaneously included in a panel analysis for reasons of multicollinearity; consequently we used an un-weighted average of the six World Bank governance indicators to measure the quality of country-level governance.
To measure economic growth we used data for one of the most used indicator such as the Gross Domestic Product (GDP) as defined by the World Bank. To measure sustainable development we used data on a selected indicator such as Adjusted Net Saving (ANS) as a percentage of Gross National Income (GNI). Both these selected indicators were retrieved from the World Development Indicators [54] . This World Bank database is the product of a collaborative partnership of international agencies, statistical offices of more than 200 national economies. One of its major goals is to annually present a wide range of indicators that are aligned with the target of the Sustainable Development Goals. For instance, in September 2015, the leaders of 193 countries agreed on a set of 17 Sustainable Development Goals to guide global action for the next 15 years [54] . The authors of this World Bank Development Indicators Report insisted on properly select key indicators for each of the 17 goals, in order to identify significant trends and future challenges.
We have extracted data for the selected indicators for the period 2006-2015. The initial sample consisted of 190 countries, considering the availability of the data, but then we had to exclude 54 countries for which there were missing data for GDP and Adjusted Net Savings. Next, in Table 1 there is disclosed a synthesis of the selected variables and used databases. Gross Domestic Product GDP [54] Gross domestic product (GDP) is the market value of all goods and services produced within a country in a given period. It is a measure of a country's economy as far as money is involved.
Adjusted Net Saving (ANS) as a percentage of Gross National Income (GNI) ANS [54] Adjusted net saving is derived from the standard national accounting measure of gross saving by making four adjustments: (i) consumption of fixed capital is deducted to obtain net national saving; (ii) current public expenditure on education is added to account for investment in human capital; (iii) estimates of the depletion of a variety of natural resources are deducted to reflect the decline in asset values associated with extraction and depletion; (iv) deductions are made for damages from carbon dioxide and particulate emissions. The indicator is then computed by dividing ANS by GNI.
Results and Discussions
Testing the Selected Time-Series for Integration
The first step of the Toda-Yamamoto approach on Granger causality is to test each of the time-series selected (GDP, ANS and GOV_AVG) in order to investigate the stationarity issue and the possible presence of unit roots in series and to determine their order of integration [49] . According to the Toda-Yamamoto application of Granger causality, in most applications, it is not known a priori whether the selected variables are integrated, cointegrated, or (trend) stationary. Therefore, pre-tests for a unit-roots and cointegration in the economic time series (and estimation of the cointegrating vector(s) if there is cointegration) are usually required before estimating the VAR model [49] . We suppose the null hypothesis that if there is unit root then it means the tested time-series is not stationary. The rejection of the null hypothesis means the validation of an alternative hypothesis: there is no unit root in time-series, therefore this series is stationary. We reject the null and accept the alternative hypothesis when the p-value is less than or equal to a specified significance level, often 0.05 (5%), or 0.01 (1%) and even 0.1 (10%). We used panel data unit root test Levin-Lin-Chu [56] , Im-Pesaran-Shin [57] and Augmented Dickey-Fuller (ADF-Fisher) [58] panel data unit-root test for the individual time series and their differences were used. Subsequently, for each t-tests in series the lag-length was chosen to ensure that the residuals were white noise. Next, in Table 2 there are presented the results of t-tests applied for the GDP time-series. In what regards the GDP time-series, the Levin-Lin-Chu t * statistics for common unit root p-value < 0.05 we fail to accept the null hypothesis, we can assume that the process does not have a common unit root and the GDP data is stationary. The results of Im-Pesaran-Shin and ADF-Fisher t-tests for individual unit root p-value < 0.05 we fail to accept the null hypothesis, we can assume that the process does not have an individual unit root and the GDP data is stationary. Next, Table 3 presents the results of t-tests for the GOV_AVG time-series. As for the GOV_AVG time-series, the results of the t-tests are somehow different. By applying the Levin-Lin-Chu t * statistics for common unit-root p-value < 0.05 we fail to accept the null hypothesis, thus we can assume that the process does not have a common unit root and the GOV_AVG data is stationary. On the other hand, the results of Im-Pesaran-Shin and ADF-Fisher t-tests for individual unit-root p-value > 0.05 we fail to reject the null hypothesis, so we can assume that the process does have an individual unit root and the GOV_AVG data is not stationary. A stationary time series is one whose statistical properties such as mean, variance, autocorrelation, etc. are all constant over time. If the mean, variance, and autocorrelations of the original series are not constant in time, perhaps the statistics of the changes in the series between periods or between seasons will be constant. Such a time-series is said to be difference-stationary. Therefore, GOV_AVG is not stationary, thus we apply first order difference to make stationary at d = 1. The first difference of a time series is the series of changes from one period to the next. If Yt denotes the value of the time series Y at period t, then the first difference of Y at period t is equal to Yt-Yt-1.
Finally, Table 4 discloses the results of t-tests for the ANS time-series. With respect to the ANS time-series, the Levin-Lin-Chu t * statistics for common unit-root p-value < 0.05 we fail to accept the null hypothesis, so we can assume that the process does not have a common unit root and the ANS data is stationary. In what regards the results of Im-Pesaran-Shin for individual unit-root p-value < 0.10 and the ADF-Fisher t-tests for individual unit-root p-value < 0.05 we fail to accept the null hypothesis, we can assume that the process does not have an individual unit root and the ANS data is stationary.
Results of the Granger Non-Causality Tests for GDP-GOV_AVG
The first bidirectional relationship according to Hypotheses 1 and 2 proposed to be tested in our study is between GDP and GOV_AGV and vice versa. In order to apply the Toda-Yamamoto's approach of the Granger non-causality test, we summarize the GDP-GOV_AVG model in the following VAR system:
where ε 1,t are ε 2,t are independently and normally distributed error terms, α 1 , α 2, are constants and
The next step in testing Granger non-causality is to see whether the time-series are cointegrated. The cointegration of two time-series means that a linear combination of two non-stationary processes is stationary, so that it has a constant mean and variance [59] . If two time-series are cointegrated this means they have an inner long run relationship, thus co integrated series Xt and Yt will move together over time in a similar direction, while their variation over time is to some extend foreseeable. Or, as some author admits, their linear combination of Xt and Yt will not divert far from its long-run equilibrium [59] . Because, the cointegration of two time-series in a bivariate VAR model it is suspected to provide incorrect evidence about Granger causality, it is necessary to modify the VAR model by adding an error-correction term [59, 60] . Thus, in case of cointegration of time-series we will use the Vector Error Correction Model (VECM).
To test whether two time-series are cointegrated, we apply the Pedroni residual cointegration test [61, 62] . A precondition for running a panel cointegration test is that the variables must be stationary at the same level. Because country-level governance is stationary at d = 1, we convert each variable into first differenced so that they all become stationary of the same order. The results of the Pedroni residual cointegration tests are disclosed in Table 5 . After analyzing the results from Table 5 , for p-value < 0.05 tests, we reject the null hypothesis and say that the GDP and the GOV_AVG time-series are cointegrated with the assumption of a deterministic trend and intercept. As we mentioned before, because we are testing for Granger non-causality and the series are co integrated, we are using the Vector Error Correction Model (VECM). Because the number of lags has a significant influence on the results of the Granger non-causality tests, we need to establish the correct number of lags. There are more techniques that could be applied in order to determine the length of a series of past values in a model [52, 63] . Next, in Table 6 , there are disclosed the selected techniques that we used to determine the lag length. According to the various information criteria presented by Table 6 , one can remark that it should have a maximum lag length of 1 for each variable. Because the series are cointegrated, in Table A1 from Appendix A there are disclosed the results obtained by applying the Vector Error Correction Model (VECM). Each column represents a model with dependent variables and the rows represent the endogenous variables. We added constant as exogenous variables. At first we were trying to see if for Model 1 there is short term effect on GDP from its own lags and the lags of the independent variables GOV_AVG. Then, for Model 2, one can note there is a short term effect on GOV_AVG from its own lags and the lags of the independent variables (GDP).
According to the Table A1 from Appendix A, R-square (0.451) from column 1 explains the variance −45% of the model 1, when GDP on its lags and the lags of GOV_AVG, while R-square (0.465) from column 2 explains the variance −47% of the model 2 when GOV_AVG on its lags and the lags of GDP. From the equations below we can't asses if the coefficients of the model are statistically significant, thus, it is necessary to test and estimate the coefficients using the OLS (Ordinary Least Square) regression, as it is shown next in Table 7 .
One can note from Table 7 that C(1) for model 1 and C (7) for model 2 are the error correction terms, when these are negative in coefficient and significant then we can say that there is a long run causality running from independent to dependent. There would be a speed of adjustment towards long-run equilibrium.
For model 1, C1 = −0.005, p-value < 0.05, one can conclude that there is a long run causality running from GOV_AVG to GDP. For model 2, C7 = −0.00000275, p-value < 0.05 there is a long run causality running from GDP to GOV_AVG.
Considering the significance of the p-values obtained as result of testing for Granger causality by using the Vector Error Correction Estimates Model/Block Exogeneity Wald Tests as disclosed in Table 8 , we have reasonable evidence of Granger causality from country-level governance to GDP for p-value > 0.05, but from GDP to country-level governance the causality is not confirmed (p-value < 0.05). As one author admits [24] , the causal relationship from economic growth to changes in the quality of governance has received less interest in the previous literature, even if there are some reasons to suppose that improvements in economic growth is often followed by the increasing of quality of governance. Increasing the level of economic growth is supposed to generate improvements in the quality of governance, because economic performance can deliver the necessary financial resources to implement expensive reforms required by the complex process of improving the quality of governance [24, 38, 39, 44] .
The empirical analysis reported above contributes to the literature by investigating for causal relationship between the quality of country-level governance and economic growth (measured by GDP), using country-level data for a large sample of 136 world-wide economies covering 10 years. A benefit of our paper is taking in consideration both directions of causality between country-level governance and economic growth, while most of the previous studies focused only on one direction, mostly from governance to economic development [9, 24] . One relevant study in this field which investigated both directions of causality between the quality of governance and economic performance is conducted by an author [24] , who uses Chinese provincial-level data covering 20 years. The major difference in our empirical analysis is the usage of country-level data.
Our findings show a significant and positive effect of country-level governance on economic growth, but no significant influence of economic growth on the quality of country-level governance, by using a large sample of countries for a period of 10 years (2006-2015) . Our results invalidate some of the previous findings obtained by other authors [24] . By using data at the provincial level in China during the post-Mao reform era, this author empirically proves a significant and positive effect of economic growth on quality of governance, but no significant effect of quality of governance on overall GDP growth [24] . However, the same author points out that instead of the positive effect of economic growth found on subsequent quality of governance, still "more attention should be paid to possible reverse causality in cross-country studies of governance and growth" [24] (p. 147). Thus, our study intends to fill this gap in this field of cross-country analysis of governance and growth.
Another major study conducted by the World Bank researchers [9] analyzes the linkage between country-level governance and economic development, using a newly-updated set of worldwide governance indicators covering the period 2000-2001 for a sample of 175 countries. They started from the premise that good governance is not only critical to economic performance but also it is one of the most significant indicators in appreciating whether a country has the capacity to have an effective resource allocation in order to promote growth and reducing poverty. Their conclusion is that economic growth and the quality of governance are strongly positively correlated across countries, proposing an empirical strategy that involves the investigation of this correlation on two directions: (i) a strong positive causal effect from the quality of governance to subsequent economic growth; and (ii) a weak and even negative causal effect running in the inverse direction from economic growth to the quality of governance [9] . The World Bank researchers emphasize the relevancy of the second conclusion, thus, suggesting "the absence of virtuous circles" [9] (p. 1) in which a higher level of economic growth leads to subsequent improvement in the quality of governance.
Following the results of our empirical analysis presented above, we have arrived at the same conclusion, which confirms the views of the World Bank researchers, concluding that there is no significant influence of economic growth on the quality of subsequent quality of country-level governance, while from the opposite direction there is a strong positive causal effect from country-level governance to economic growth.
Results of the Granger Non-Causality Tests for ANS-GOV_AVG
The second bidirectional relationship according to Hypothesis 3 and 4 proposed to be tested in our study refers from ANS to GOV_AGV and vice versa. We summarize the ANS-GOV_AVG model in the following VAR system:
where ε 1,t are ε 2,t are independently and normally distributed error terms, α 1 , α 2 , are constants and
Similar to the variable GDP, the next step in testing Granger non-causality is to see if the time-series are cointegrated. The results of the Pedroni residual cointegration tests are disclosed in the following Table 9 . After analyzing the results from Table 9 , because of the p-value < 0.05 for 8/11 tests, we reject the null hypothesis and one can say that the ANS and the GOV_AVG time-series are cointegrated. Because we tested for Granger non-causality and the series are co integrated, we are using the Vector Error Correction Model (VECM) disclosed in Table A2 from Appendix A. The next step is to establish the correct number of lags.
The various information criteria presented in Table 10 suggest that we should have a maximum lag length of 0 for each variable, except LR which indicates 5 lags. Therefore, we develop our analysis on two situations, for 0 lag and for 5 lags. The results of applying the Vector Error Correction Model (VECM) for 0 lag are disclosed in Table A2 from Appendix A. According to the Table A2 , R-square (0.613) from column 2 explains the variance −61% of the model1, when adjusted net savings on its lags and the lags of GOV_AVG, while R-square (0.202587) from column 1 explains the variance−20% of the model 2 when GOV_AVG on its lags and the lags of adjusted net savings. Further, we tested and estimated the coefficients using the OLS (Ordinary Least Square) regression, as it is shown in the following table. One can note from Table 11 that C(1) for model 1 and C(5) for model 2 are the error correction terms, when these are negative in coefficient and significant then we can say that there is a long run causality running from independent to dependent. There would be a speed of adjustment towards long-run equilibrium. For model 1, C(1) = −0.014, p-value < 0.05, one can conclude that there is a long run causality running from GOV_AVG to ANS, while for model 2, C(5) = −6.408, p-value < 0.05 there is a long run causality running from ANS to GOV_AVG. One can note form Table 12 that for p-value < 0.05 we have to accept the null hypothesis that ANS does not granger cause GOV_AVG and also for a p-value < 0.05 we have to accept the null hypothesis that GOV_AVG does not granger cause ANS. Because, the bidirectional Granger causality between country-level governance and adjusted net savings is not confirmed for lag 0, in the following, we retest the bidirectional causality between ANS and GOV_AVG for 5 lags. In Table A3 from Appendix A, there are disclosed the results of applying Vector Error Correction Estimates for GOV_AVG-ANS for 5 lags. According to these results, R-square (0.563534) from column 2 explains the variance −56% of the model 3, when ANS on its lags and the lags of GOV_AVG, while R-square (0.401178) from column 1 explains the variance −40% of the model 4 when GOV_AVG on its lags and the lags of ANS. For the model 4, one can note an increase in variance explained, take into account 5 lags. Then, we tested and estimated the coefficients by using the OLS (Ordinary Least Square) regression, as it is shown in Table 13 . One can observe in Table 13 that C(1) is positive and not significant; there is no long run effect of ANS in GOV_AVG. On the other hand, C(13) is negative in coefficient and significant thus one can say that there is a long run causality running from GOV_AVG to ANS. There would be a speed of adjustment towards long run equilibrium.
Considering a lag of 5 and also for a p-value > 0.05 we reject the null hypotheses, thus, at first view, this would mean that the country-level governance granger causes adjusted net savings. Thus, for 5 lags, the results disclosed in Table 14 show bidirectional causality between GOV_AVG and ANS. But these findings corroborated with the previous ones, when for lag 0 the bidirectional causality is not confirmed and the fact there is no long run effect of ANS in GOV_AVG, we conclude that for causality relation between country-level governance and adjusted net savings, Granger causality is not truly confirmed, while the results are inconsistent. The results of the empirical analysis reported above contributes to the literature by investigating for a causal link between the quality of country-level governance and sustainable development (measured by ANS), by using country-level data for a sample of 136 world-wide countries covering a period of 10 years. We take into consideration both directions of causality between the quality of governance and sustainable development, while previous studies in this field investigated only one direction, usually from the quality of governance to sustainable development [64] .
For instance, a relevant study shows a significant and causal positive relationship between good governance and sustainable development measured with the adjusted net saving (ANS) indicator, while the quality of governance is estimated by using an average of six dimensions of governance [64] . This author has used an instrumental variable to establish a one-directional effect of the quality of governance on sustainable development (measured by ANS) to exclude opposite causality [64] . Surprisingly, our findings when testing bidirectional causality between country-level governance and sustainable development (measured by the ANS indicator) does not truly confirm the causality direction from none of the directions. Thus, our results partially invalidate some of the previous results in this field [64] . However, the same author outlines that one of the major problems in estimating the impact of the quality of governance on sustainable development is the question of causality, being perfectly aware that although there seems to be a positive correlation between governance and sustainable development, still "the direction of the causality is not clear" [64] (p. 795). Despite of our results that are not very consistent about the real causality between the quality of governance and sustainable development, our paper intends to contribute to the literature in this field of cross-country analysis of governance and sustainable development, by bringing in the attention of academics the necessity to deeply investigate potential factors that might influence this causal relationship and to provide well-argued answers to the question of causality between the quality of governance and sustainable development, perhaps with the choice of other relevant indicators for sustainable development.
Conclusions
An adapted version Toda-Yamamoto of the Granger non-causality test [49] was used within this paper to test causality between country-level governance and economic growth, at the one hand, and between country-level governance and a selected indicator of sustainable development (ANS), on the other hand, in 136 countries over the period 2006-2015. Our findings show a significant and positive effect of the quality of country-level governance on economic growth, but in the opposite relation there is no significant effect of economic performance on the governance. When we tested the bidirectional Granger causality between governance and the adjusted net savings, as a selected indicator of sustainable development, the bidirectional causality was not confirmed. Through this paper, we intend to emphasize the risk of misinterpreting the relationship between country-level governance and the selected indicators of economic growth and sustainable development, suggesting the opportunity to further investigate bilateral causality between good governance and sustainable development, perhaps with the selection of other relevant indicators such as the Genuine Progress Indicator (GPI) or the Human Development Index (HDI).
Because by following our empirical analysis, the bidirectional Granger causality between governance and sustainable development was only partially confirmed, we conclude that our findings only partially support the hypotheses issued above. Also, the authors admit that additional investigation is required to further empirically analyze the reverse causality between country-level governance and others relevant indicators for sustainable development.
No doubt, as some author admits [39] , the methodological choices about how to empirically investigate the relationship between country-level governance, economic growth and sustainable development have a significant impact on findings. Thus, the same author points out that for large-N studies consistent correlations between good governance and development tend to be founded. On the other hand, for small-N studies, the same author admits that weak correlations between governance and development tend to be argued. While the empirical analyses based on large-N studies contributed to the increasing of the difficult lists of "things that must be done" [39] (p. 559), other researchers investigated the relationship between governance and economic development by using the experience of countries with imposing records of economic growth and poverty reduction, suggesting that both economic growth and sustainable development can be positively stimulated by a certain number of institutional and policy changes [39] . In this vein, our paper may be considered as an invitation to future academic debates where arguments for the best methodological choices and selection of most adequate indicators can be discussed.
The concept of sustainable development assumes a balance between all three dimensions: economic growth, environmental sustainability and social development. Since past patterns of economic development have generated the degradation of the global environment future, economic growth must be achieved in an environmentally friendly way. In this context, after many years when economic growth was considered a prime goal of government policy, its objective and its main measure, the Gross Domestic Product, have been questioned. Even on short term economic growth has many benefits, on long term we need to take into consideration the negative impact it has on the planet, so a balance between economic growth and sustainability needs to be found, economies need to grow but simultaneously must to be capable to sustain the planet. Priorities need to be changed; new plans and strategies need to be adopted in order to ensure economic development that satisfy people needs without compromising resources availability and to be able to sustain the environment for future generations. The GDP as one of the main indicator of economic growth is not a suitable indicator anymore, capable to reflect a sustainable development path of an economy. This must be replaced by adjusted net savings (ANS) that incorporate information about the state of the environment and natural resources. If the traditional national accounting measures failed to reflect the importance of environmental quality and natural capital this new macro level index of sustainable development accomplishes this task. A positive value for this index indicates that a specific economy follows a sustainable path. This index is more valuable in resource-rich countries, usually underdeveloped or developing countries, where resource exploitation generates large financial revenues on short term, so they consider that the actual situation will create a prosperous future. Taking into consideration the depreciation of fixed capital, the natural resources depletion and pollution damages, the lack of investment in human capital, this index will reflect better these countries' situation, so that decision-makers have access to perfect information in order to create an adequate strategy of resources' reinvestment. Countries need to have strong institutions and national authorities that are able to regulate strong enough resource exploitation, pollution issues, and education expenditures. If adequate measures are adopted, countries can prosper; otherwise exhaustion of natural resources reserves will return countries to their original level of development. Proactive efforts to set goals in order to prevent resource depletion, reducing of pollution and human capital development, must be adopted at national level. Planning, developing and implementing strategies, programs, and policies designed specifically after establishing the adjusted net savings (ANS) indicator can help countries to achieve a future sustainable development. Different categories of countries need to adopt different forms of good governance in order to achieve sustainable development. Less developed countries are facing more with corruption practices in their actions to attract more potential investors, which can stimulate economic growth, therefore governance reforms will be preponderantly directed towards these corruption practices based on the fact that usually investors are mostly trying to exploit natural resources. Why this is necessary: because on short term the countries' financial revenues will increase but on long term the resources' depletion will increase the level of poverty. Developing countries, known as having a better internal organization, have more available tools to allocate more resources toward the education system.
Probably a challenge of the future will be to look for potential solutions that might have a contribution to the overcoming of the obstacles that might negatively affect the process of successful implementation of the Sustainable Development Goals within the countries from all over the world, particularly if we have in our mind the significant conclusions of the Brundtland Report according to which "sustainable development must rest on political will" [22] (p. 17), while in order to achieve our long-term common goals growing political and governmental efforts will have to address our common future. Undoubtedly, for ensuring the human progress and the adequate social welfare of people from all over the world, it is absolutely imperative to look for safe, environmental friendly and economically viable solutions in the near future. And for that it is absolutely imperative to develop new dimensions of political actions corroborated with institutional cooperation, so that to ensure the adequate premises for a long-term sustainable development. 
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Appendix A Table A1 . Vector error correction estimates for GOV-GDP.
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